
  



  



  



  

From a letter to Lancet on the original article:

“...the same six variables (…) could have been 
used to predict outcomes at the precise 
combination of values for each patient, which 
would almost certainly be more informative and 
more personalized than treating the patients 
homogeneously within each cluster.” 
 
Smeden, Harrell & Dahly 
(Lancet diabetes-endocrinology, June 2018)



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

Conclusion

● It is better to use accurate measurements than grouped

● ...even if the groups are constructed by complicated algorithms
● Daily practice at SDCC: it is not a good idea to assume that 

persons with BMI 25.1 and 29.9 are more similar than persons   
              with BMI 29.9 and 30.1

● ...we used BMI in groups <20, 20-25, 25-30 and 30+
● Did you? 


